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Seizing The Moment
John Wesley was the founder of Methodism. Most people know that. What they may not know is that he was 
the 15th child in his family. They may also not know that he was a classical scholar who studied at Lincoln 
College at Oxford with a passion for music and architecture. And yet, at age 35, he had a radical encounter with 
Christ that led him to forsake his well-reasoned plans and enter the ministry. The transforming moment came 
as he was reading Martin Luther's preface to his commentary on Romans. He described it this way, "My heart 
was strangely warmed." It was a Kairos moment in Wesley's life. 

It's a simple calculation. There are 1400 minutes in a day - 1440 moments of time. But, according to the Greeks, 
there are two different words for time. One is Chronos, from which we get the word, "chronology." It's the word 
used when a sermon goes too long, or the person next to you asks, "What time is it?" It means, "time of day." It 
signifies the linear progression of moments. But, for the Greeks, there's another word for time that isn't 
calculated by the ticking of the clock. That word is Kairos. It means a moment of significance. It's a moment 
when your full attention is grabbed, a moment that affects your entire life. It's a pivot point at which the 
moment is seized, and you are transformed. 

Abraham Bininger had such a moment. In 1735, he and his parents left Zurich, Switzerland and made their way 
to America. In route, both his parents died and were buried at sea. When Abraham stood on the shore of the 
new continent, he was all alone. Within days, he had a job. Within a few years, he had completed his education, 
but not before he had had his Kairos moment and determined to petition a mission board to send him to St. 
Thomas to preach to the slaves who populated much of the island. 

He had heard of their plight, their misery and degradation. So, he decided to go. But when he arrived, he 
discovered that he had a problem. St. Thomas was a Danish colony and according to Danish law, no one was 
allowed to preach to the slaves who wasn't a slave. The reason was simple, the Danes wanted to keep slaves as 
ignorant and superstitious as possible. So, do you know what Bininger did? He composed a letter to the 
governor of the island requesting the right to become a slave for the rest of his life. 

Now, what would possess a man like Bininger to do such a thing? A Kairos moment with Christ that changed 
everything. That's why, during His time with Moses on Sinai, God said to him, "But if the servant declares, "I love 
my master..." he can enslave himself to that master for the rest of this life. That's what Bininger did. That's what 
Wesley did. That's what everyone does who seizes the moment and sees Jesus for who He really is. He is the 
only perfect Master, the One for which we have all been looking. Unlike every other master, He will never 
enslave us. Instead, when he becomes our true Master, He frees us to be who He's made us to be. May we all 
have such Kairos moments again and again. 

Rev. Dr. Doug Rehberg

FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK



The Carpenter’s Apprentice
Spring Fix-It Weekend 
May 15-17, 2026

Friday, March 13
6:30 pm

FAMILYFAMILY

NIGHT!NIGHT!
GAMEGAME

FIRST PRESBY OF IRWIN RECEIVES 20% OF THE SALES
FROM ICEBURGH’S GIFT CARDS - SUPPORT MISSIONS AND

PURCHASE A GIFT CARD TODAY!
DRAWING WILL BE HELD ON EASTER SUNDAY 4/5/26.

$25
GIFT CARD

$200
GIFT CARD

FOR A CHANCE
TO WIN A

BUY A

Banco Business Park
2000 Commerce Loop

North Huntingdon, PA 15642

For every $25 Iceburgh’s Bistro Gift Card
you purchase you receive one chance to

win a $200 Cenacolo Gift Card.

Join The Carpenter’s Apprentice (TCA) for our annual Spring Fix-It Weekend on May 15–17, 2026! This
community outreach event brings volunteers together to help neighbors in need with essential home
repairs and improvement projects. 
Volunteers of all skill levels are welcome — whether you’re a seasoned contractor or simply willing to
lend a helping hand. There’s a place for everyone to serve and make a difference. 
TCA is also currently seeking nominees — homeowners who need assistance with repairs or
accessibility improvements. If you or someone you know could benefit from this ministry, we encourage
you to submit a nomination. 
Visit www.thecarpentersapprentice.org for more information on how to volunteer or nominate       yourself
or someone else. 

Come build hope and strengthen our community — one home at a time!
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January Thaw (March Edition) 
A Fundraiser Benefitting The Carpenter’s Apprentice
This event is happening as we go to press on this newsletter. Watch for
fundraising results in the next edition.

http://www.thecarpentersapprentice.org/


UPDATE FROM THE PNC

As a committee, we have come to terms with this. We have bonded. We’ve come to know and care
about each other. We like being together. We can almost read each other’s minds. We rarely disagree
on a candidate. We laugh together and cry together and we value each other’s opinions. And we work
hard! We are all committed to the task we have been given.  

Rule #1- Realize that God means for you to be where you are. 

01

02

03

04

The Rules were as follows:

05

06

Rule #2-Be more concerned about God’s glory than for your relief.
We all try to bring glory to God in the way we interact with candidates and with each other, but this one
is getting hard. We began reviewing profiles in October of 2023 and now in February 2026, it feels as
though we are no further along than when we began. But it could be said that we are a lot wiser. We
took a much needed break for Advent, but got back to work in January. Was it easy to begin again?
Truthfully, no. But we are back at work.

Rule #3-Acknowledge your enemy, but keep your eyes on the Lord.
Characterizing “the enemy” in this process is a bit nebulous.  One thing we are confronting is an
overwhelming abundance of candidates who appear to be following the culture rather than the teachings
of the church. “The enemy” becomes the temptation to lower our standards and expectations, but we are
acutely aware that this would not be in anyone’s best interest. 

Rule #4-Pray! 
Oh, do we pray! We pray before and after each meeting. We pray for our church, for wisdom, for patience,
for guidance, for someone who is “the right one.” 

Rule #5- Stay calm and confident, and give God time to work.
We are calm, but we are beginning to grumble. Not with each other, but collectively against this process
which seems so cumbersome. We are beginning to feel somewhat like the Israelites wandering around for
40 years in the desert. But we still have the same nine people actively involved in this process and
committed to it. We haven’t lost anyone and we haven’t lost hope. We know in time, God will provide.

Rule #6 - When unsure, just take the next logical step by faith.
We’ve done this multiple times, whether it be asking for counsel from an outside source, making phone
calls to Louisville for advice, traveling to other churches, doing more research, going back to Session for
more resources, doing Zoom interviews, and continuing to plow through what is now a stack of 240
profiles.  

In November of 2022, the Pulpit Nominating Committee was formed and tasked with finding a candidate to
present to you for your consideration as our new Called and Installed Pastor. Nine of us were chosen. Doug
had us take a month and study the book, The Red Sea Rules in order for us to get acquainted, to form a
bond, and to head us in the right direction. 
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07 Rule #7- Envision God’s enveloping presence. 
We listen to God’s word at the beginning of every meeting.

08
Rule #8- Trust God to deliver in His own unique way.
We know that God has someone in mind for our congregation and this will happen in God’s timing, not
ours. Just as God provided manna and water in the desert, we are trusting that He will provide the next
leader for our church. 

See page 6 for Rules #9 & 10!

submitted by Phyllis Neral, Co-chair



GriefShare will begin again ~
Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:30 PM

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful,
confusing process. A GriefShare group is a safe,
welcoming place where people understand the
difficult emotions of grief. At this 13-week support
group program, you’ll discover what to expect in the
days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Since there
are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful
ways of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—
and gain solid support each step of the way. No matter
how long it’s been, this is an opportunity to be around
people who understand what you are feeling.

We meet Mondays, March 9 through June 8 from 6:30
to 8:30 PM in Room 108. If you have any questions or
want to register, please contact us at 724-863-5910 x113.
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Listed are some of the items that need 
tackled after a busy year with lots of use.

Walls in the new kitchen
Clean ovens in both kitchens
Clean convection oven doors
Clean condensers on fridge and freezers in both kitchens
Paint around glass block windows in social hall
Paint transition room from social hall into new building
Strip and Wax social hall floor
Clean up flower beds outside
Clean front porch area of the new building

If you are able to lend a hand please let Dan know by phone
or email (724-863-5910x114 or dan@firstpresbyirwin.org).

Waterworks at First Presby (We Had a Flood!)
On Monday, February 2nd, one of the pipes in our fire suppression system broke. It was in the new
building, not affecting the sanctuary building at all. It did however flood the main floor and the
basement. The break was in Room 205 which has been referred to as the library since the new build has

been finished. It sustained the most damage along with Room 111, the Youth Ministry office, and is currently still under
reconstruction. As you walk through the building you will notice baseboards are missing. These were removed so pilot
holes could be drilled and air pumped into the wall to ensure no moisture was trapped in the walls. There are also some
missing ceiling tiles in the Document Center, Room 108, and the hallway leading to the Food Pantry and Social Hall. Luckily
the storage rooms were not affected. Workmen are at the church daily and hope to have us back to pre-flood status
around Easter.

Room Numbers - Room Names
Did you know that all the rooms at First Presby have room numbers and names? What has  
commonly been called The Library (room 205), will be officially named the “Fireside” room
upon its reopening. This room is used for meetings and discussion groups, and we already
have a library.

The History and Library Resource Room (room 207) is located in the back hall of the Sanctuary
     and contains photos and the history of our church along with other worship books and 
         information. If you haven’t stopped in, we encourage you to check it out and make use 
                                            of this valuable resource.

We invite you to explore the church and all it’s many spaces, see   
  where all these other rooms are located and what we use them f
   or such as:

SPRING CLEANING
SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH 8AM - 12PM

Located in the vestibule by the entrance to the Sanctuary is
our First Aid Station. In the desktop there are first aid
supplies, a blood pressure cuff, an AED station (defibrillator)
mounted on the wall, a wheelchair and a walker.

Room 206 - Bell Choir Room 
Room 121 - The Dwelling Place
Room 304 - Owens Room
Room 209 - Nursery
Room 208 - Choir Room
Room 120 - Refresh Classroom



“Lenten Characters”
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 12727 Lincoln Way

Every Wednesday during Lent 
beginning Ash Wednesday 2/18 

_______________________
11:30am Hymn Sing 
12:00pm Meditation

12:30pm Lunch available
_______________________

New Hope is a fully accessible facility.

Norwin Community Mid-Week Services 2026

MAUNDY
Thursday

APRIL 2nd
Service 7pm
Communion

Have the same mindset as

who... made himself
nothing by taking the

very nature of a servant.

Philippians 2:5-7, NIV

Christ Jesus,

EASTER
Sunday

APRIL 5TH
8:15 & 10:30
SERVICES

PALM
SUNDAY
WORSHIP

MARCH 29  8:15 & 10:30t h
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Have you picked up a copy
of the 

  2026    
Lenten Devotional

if not stop in the office or
check the baskets at enterances

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 21st     9:30 am 

Lite Brunch      Resurrection Story      Easter Egg Hunt
RSVP by: Wednesday, March 18th, Christian Ed Office: 724-863-5910x116 or heather@firstpresbyirwin.org

Grab your Easter Basket & join us for a morning of family fun!



09

10
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Rule #9. View your current crisis as a faith builder for the future.
We’ve had a lot of bumps along the way. The first year we got caught in the Church Leadership
Connection’s (CLC) redesigning of their website and process which caused us to lose time and effort. The
building of the new addition caused us to have to meet off site and do Zoom interviews via laptop
computers and phones. Less than ideal. We have “invited to apply” over 30 candidates whose profiles were
provided to us through the CLC, only to have them turn us down. We found and engaged through
multiple interviews with two candidates who we really liked only to lose them to other churches due to
geography and financing. (Since then the Session has graciously raised our financial parameters which is
getting us more interest from future candidates.) And now we have the unfortunate flooding of the library
which was where we were meeting and from which we were doing our interviews. But we know God is
faithful and we will get through this latest bump and keep on going. 

Rule #10. Don’t forget to praise Him. 
God is good. God will bring us through this and on into the next chapter in the life of the First Presbyterian
Church of Irwin. We don’t know why this is taking so long, but we have no doubt that He has a plan for us
and we will know what that is in His perfect timing. In the meantime, He has left us in good hands. To God
be the Glory!

UPDATE FROM THE PNC, continued from page 3

Places in Bible Geography
by Mildred Olive Honors

                             ANSWER BANK:  Babylon, Bethel, Bethlehem, Calvary, Cana, Capernaum, Dead Sea, Egypt,          
                             Gethsemane, Jericho, Jerusalem, Jordan River, Mt. Ararat, Mt. Nebo, Mt. Sinai, Nazareth, Persia, 
                             Rome, Samaria, The New Jerusalem

1.  Seven times they marched around the town, and lo! The walls came tumbling down.
2.  Moses climbed to its top alone and brought down the Law on tables of stone.
3.  Here’s where the caravans stopped to buy fish from Galilee, fresh or dry. 
4.  Christians were slain to furnish thrills for this city set on seven hills. 
5.  A carpenter brought world renown to this Galilean town. 
6.  A newborn babe in his manger bed, and kneeling kings whom a star had led.
7.  The Promised Land before them lay; but here their leader passed away.
8.  A mountain top above the rain, where Noah trod dry land again.
9.  In darkness-in anguish-he prayed there alone, “Not my will, Father, but thine own.”

10.  Jesus’ story has set it apart; the land of the man with a neighborly heart.
11.  A marriage feast, a lack of wine; a guest who proved himself divine.
12.  Famine was spreading everywhere, but this one land had corn to spare.
13.  In the greatest metropolis of their day, Jews wept for a temple far away.
14.  The deepest spot in the Holy Land, where nothing grows but salts and sand.
15.  The land where a Jewess rose to power, and saved her race in a tragic hour.
16.  Three crosses stark against the sky, where the Son of Man was left to die.
17.  Solomon’s temple and Herod’s throne; a city Mohammedans claim for their own.
18.  The shrine where Amos preached his dream of “righteousness like a mighty stream.”
19.  A river that twists and turns as it goes; from Galilee the water flows.
20.  Saints its glories shall behold; this heavenly city paved with gold.

Answer Key: 1. Jericho, 2. Mt. Sinai, 3. Capernaum, 4. Rome, 5. Nazareth, 6. Bethlehem, 7. Mt. Nebo, 8. Mt. Ararat,
9. Gethsemane, 10. Samaria, 11. Cana, 12. Egypt, 13. Babylon, 14. Dead Sea, 15. Persia, 16. Calvary, 17. Jerusalem, 18.
Bethel, 19. Jordan River, 20. The New Jerusalem 



Spring 
Craft Show

Sat, Mar 28, 2026
9 am - 3 pm

Crafters, Bake Sale,
Lunch & Basket Auction

The Brick Squad 
FREE Community Lego Build
Saturday, March 28
1:00 - 2:00PM

In The Downstairs Social Hall
ALL ages are welcome!

Theme: Create, Build, Inspire!

Join us for a fun afternoon of
building... We provide the
Legos!
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3/1 JANUARY THAW: March Edition!
3/2 Worship & Sacrament Mtg.
3/3 M-Team Mtg.
3/8 Daylight Savings** spring forward
3/9 GriefShare start
       Mission Mtg.
       Christian Education Mtg.
3/10 Fellowship Mtg.
        Stewardship  & Finance Mtg.
3/12 D-Team Mtg.
3/13 Family Game Night
3/15 Youth Fellowship Bowling Party
3/17 Circle 1
3/21 Easter Egg Hunt
3/22 Deacons Mtg.
3/24 Circle 3
         Presbytery Meeting
3/28 Craft Show
         Brick Squad - Lego Build

March Event Highlights  March Events

Youth Fellowship
6th - 12th Grades
Bowling Party
Sunday, March 15th
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Cost: $15
Includes: Bowling, Shoes, Pizza
& Drinks!
Meet at church at 12:30 to go
together or meet us there.

New Great Valley Lanes
1501 Highwood Ave, 
North Versailles, PA 15137

 Lent/Easter Schedule
3/29 Palm Sunday Services
          8:15am & 10:30am
4/2 Maundy Thursday Service 
        with Communion 7:00pm
4/5 Easter Sunday Services 
       8:15am & 10:30am

Current Refresh Classes wrap up March 29th.
Watch for the next series to start April 10 thru June 21st.

Check on our website for Refresh options & class descriptions.
Look under the education tab, then adult section.
https://www.firstpresbyirwin.org/adult/

REFRESH
Adult Discussion &
Study Groups
Sundays at 9:15am for
thoughtful discussion in a
relaxed setting.

“For I will satisfy the weary soul, and every
languishing soul I will replenish.” 

Jeremiah 31:25

https://1628242.view-events.com/calendar/1628242/
https://1628242.view-events.com/calendar/1628242/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=647948fe6e0772795258e6e89665464782a1be69494f4fa85eb097ee7c770d42JmltdHM9MTc3MjA2NDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19ec99a3-2c3e-694a-1dee-8b052d2c687a&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9TmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lcyZzcz15cGlkLllOMjE4RDMwOUE0RTZCOUU0RiZwcG9pcz00MC4zODM1NjAxODA2NjQwNl8tNzkuODIwOTM4MTEwMzUxNTZfTmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lc19ZTjIxOEQzMDlBNEU2QjlFNEZ-JmNwPTQwLjM4MzU2fi03OS44MjA5Mzgmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=647948fe6e0772795258e6e89665464782a1be69494f4fa85eb097ee7c770d42JmltdHM9MTc3MjA2NDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19ec99a3-2c3e-694a-1dee-8b052d2c687a&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9TmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lcyZzcz15cGlkLllOMjE4RDMwOUE0RTZCOUU0RiZwcG9pcz00MC4zODM1NjAxODA2NjQwNl8tNzkuODIwOTM4MTEwMzUxNTZfTmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lc19ZTjIxOEQzMDlBNEU2QjlFNEZ-JmNwPTQwLjM4MzU2fi03OS44MjA5Mzgmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=647948fe6e0772795258e6e89665464782a1be69494f4fa85eb097ee7c770d42JmltdHM9MTc3MjA2NDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=19ec99a3-2c3e-694a-1dee-8b052d2c687a&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9TmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lcyZzcz15cGlkLllOMjE4RDMwOUE0RTZCOUU0RiZwcG9pcz00MC4zODM1NjAxODA2NjQwNl8tNzkuODIwOTM4MTEwMzUxNTZfTmV3JTIwR3JlYXQlMjBWYWxsZXklMjBMYW5lc19ZTjIxOEQzMDlBNEU2QjlFNEZ-JmNwPTQwLjM4MzU2fi03OS44MjA5Mzgmdj0yJnNWPTEmRk9STT1NUFNSUEw&ntb=1
https://1628242.view-events.com/calendar/1628242/
https://1628242.view-events.com/calendar/1628242/
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If the person you placed on the prayer list has been removed or moved in error, please contact either Taska
Smola at tsmola@verizon.net or Ginny Pellis at Ginny@firstpresbyirwin.org with updated information. Thank you.

Praise and Thank You
All God’s People, Joyce Lynn’s eye surgery, Jim Floyd’s recovery

Our Service Personnel 
Jeff Cmar, Staff Sgt. Zachary Coleman, SFC James Davis, Dominic Duke, Vaughn Estepp, Sgt. Luke Frye, Sgt. GY
Sgt. Chris Keba, 2nd LT Andy Marlin, CDR Timothy Minor, Sgt. Noah Rady, Connor Ramage and Col. Brian
Trumble

Church Outreach Programs
Carpenter’s Apprentice, The Blessing Board, Church Food Pantry, College Outreach project.  Prayers for the
volunteers and the families supported by these programs.

Prayer Requests 
Marge Anke, John Anker, Jan Antos, Jan Batchelor, Jacqueline Chandler, Betty Comer, Lanny R. Conley, Cindy
D., Tom & Susie Dibiaso, Ron DiClaudio, Scott Diffenderfer, John Duncan, Selma Duncan, Betsy Frye, Gerry, Bob
Hahn, Megen Harmon, June Hart, Richard Himler, Hudson, Inna & family, Becky Jadlocki, Emma & Ashley Joe,
Jordan, Joy Kalina, Larry & Sharon Kramer, Bill Martin, JoAnn Martz, Kate McCorkle, Dan McCready, JoAnn
McKnight, Bob Magill, Katie Miller,  J. Alan Minteer, Isobel Nelson, Jack Noonan, Owen, Bryce Matthew Patrick,
Howard Pence, Marge Ryan, Sara, Connie Steck Schade, Shirley Schmidtke, Carol Smalley, John Smith, Bev
Sowash, Addie Spehar, Larry Stamford, Brian Trumble, Tom & Carol, Bob Vaughn, Dane Wakeman, Bernice
Walker, Stella Waltemire, Ian Welch, Mary Louise Whitehead, and Jeff Youell 

To Linda Bugajski for providing lunch to those that
worked putting things back in order after the flood.    
To Paula & Andy McFarlane, Diane & Keith Johnston
and Cheryl & Earl Kiser for cooking & serving Sharon
Smith’s Funeral Luncheon. 
To all those involved in the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
dinner. There was lots of good food and fellowship. It
was a wonderful group effort.   
To Sam Hensell, Keith Johnston and Joe Smola for
placing the car in our parking lot in order to get
things ready for the January Thaw Spaghetti Dinner
that was postponed until March.
Thank you to Sam Hensell for moving the snow in
our parking lot so it would melt faster. That definitely
took time and gas to accomplish the project. 
To Paula & Andy McFarlane, Cheryl & Earl Kiser, and
Andy Waszyn for serving Al Muenk’s Funeral
Luncheon. 

     Love and sympathy to
Lettie Muenk, family and

friends on the death of Lettie’s
husband, Al Muenk, 

February 22, 2026

Love & Sympathy
Love and sympathy to Jessica
Stanislaw, family and friends of

Sharon Smith who died
February 8, 2026 

Thank you to Boy Scout Troop 284 for hosting the Cheapest Lunch
February 1st. They did a great job cooking & serving! 
Thank you to all church members that helped with anything after our
fire suppression system flood February 2nd .
To Susan and Glen Harmon your hours of labor were invaluable in
getting the rooms and offices up and running for Sunday services after
the flood, we appreciate all that you do. 

     Love and sympathy to
Charles Hepler, family and

friends on the death of
Charle’s sister Joy Kalina, 

February 26, 2026

mailto:tsmola@verizon.net
mailto:Ginny@firstpresbyirwin.org
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